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Jaizkibel Collection #121

CARLOS 11 (1665-1700). 8 Reales. (Ar. 19,069/34mm). 1679. Potosi V. (Cal-2019-716). MBC. Procedente de
pecio. Incluye certificado.

| CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

Spanish Piece of Eight
Shipwreck Consolaciéon 1600’s

This specimen is a genuine 8 reales cob, piece of eight, salvaged from the treasure ship Consolacién that
sank in 1681.

The small island of Santa Clara within the Bay of Guayaquil, Ecuador, was nicknamed Isla de Muerto
(Island of the Dead) by the Spanish. In the 1600’s Isla de Muerto was often a routine stopover for the
Armada del Sur (South Sea Armada), the galleons carrying treasure from Chile and El Peru to Panama
for Spain.

A delay in getting its silver coins from the mint in Potosi prevented the Santa Maria de la Consolacion
from sailing with the rest of the armada from Callao, Chile. When the lone ship met with pirates, the
captain decided to ground the Consolaciéon on Isla de Muerto, but because the vessel hit a reef, it was
evacuated and intentionally set on fire to stop any stealing. Neither pirates nor returning Spaniards were
able to recover all of the treasure.
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